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Diﬀerent from European rates? ReplyTo the Editor:
We wish to thank Dr. Gheorghe and colleagues for
their comment [1] regarding the prevalence of HCV
infection in Romania. Indeed, we used the data from
the survey conducted in Bucharest in 1990 and reported
in a World Health Organization Bulletin in 1993 [2]. We
estimated the HCV seroprevalence taking into consider-
ation that the ﬁgures provided could actually underesti-
mate the true prevalence for several reasons.
First, the median age of the healthy adults was 27
years and yet the observed prevalence was 4.5%; a high-
er prevalence might be expected in older individuals.
Second, healthcare workers and orphan children
should not be considered ‘‘a priori” high risk groups
for HCV infection unless unsafe medical procedures
and lack of adherence to universal safety measures were
widespread, as it seemed to occur.
Third, the study was conducted in Bucharest and, as
the Authors state a much higher prevalence would be ex-
pected in rural areas. Although the relatively low speciﬁc-
ity of the c100-based ﬁrst generation EIA test used in the
above mentioned survey might have overestimated the
anti-HCV prevalence, this limitation would probably be
compensated by the low sensitivity of the test to detect
anti-HCV in patients infected with HCV genotypes other
than 1. In fact, the 4.9% prevalence of anti-HCV reported
by Molnar et al. [3] in Transylvania, conﬁrms the high
endemicity of HCV infection in Romania.
Given the scarcity of data from several Eastern Euro-
pean countries, we sincerely welcome the nationwide
survey undertaken by Gheorghe et al., which will clarify
the epidemiological situation in Romania and should
provide a useful tool to design large-scale preventiveand treatment strategies to control the silent HCV epi-
demic in their country.
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